September 13, 2011 JLPA Meeting

Called to order at 7:15

Introductions made.
President’s Report: Coffee hour was held on the first day of school. Well done! Good turn out, especially in the morning. Parent Information night went well, even sans coffee.

Principal’s Report: 300 students enrolled this year with 25 new students (not including kindergarten). We are off to a great start. There are some glitches with bus routes still being worked out, but most are working well. They are still being improved in terms of length and safety.  The first assembly went well, including information about 9/11- child friendly. During the next assembly 3/4 Host class will give information on Constitution Day; will be relatable to all due to class constitutions. Cafeteria changes went well: table clothes, music, and flowers as well as colors and shapes on the tables, classes were mixed, older students were modeling cafeteria conversation for younger students. The speed of eating is also an issue; those who finish early and have behaved well, will be able to play outside on blacktop. Ice cream is only being sold on Fridays. Peaceful School Bus Program is starting with school bus meetings this Friday. They will be discussing how to have a comfortable and safe ride for all. There will be three meetings a year with school bus groups, led by different staff members. Parent question: Are bus drivers supposed to be the same person each day? That is the goal. 

Vice-President Report: Good Sign Up turn out. Mark will distribute volunteer list to committee chairs.

Treasurer: There were two transactions for the Fair, one for Aristocrats. Ways and Means: Fair and wrapping paper fundraising are in high gear. We will be piloting the alternate fundraising option after we see the returns.
Secretary: No report.

Cultural Arts: Overview provided of how this brings resident artists into classrooms and how much of our fundraising goes into it. This year’s activities will include mask making, drumming, writing about visual art pieces, and putting the writings to music. Kindergarten is involved through assembly shares. 

Corn Booth: Paula reports that they put up the tent. We just bought the tent this year. Getting decorations soon; thanks to Country Farms donations. The fire marshal will be making checks and approvals this weekend. 

Go Far: Jen and Paula said they are hoping to start Monday after the fair. We could put notice  in  the Wednesday envelope and the JLPA bulletin board.
Brewster/Korn Liaison: Paula reports. Mark will get quote to Paula about prices for inflatables from Total Jump. Discussion: Maybe Circus Schmercus- out of Brattleboro- would be a good joint activity. Discussion: Parents Night Out. Maybe that could start again. Maybe there is a new wave of interest? Maybe a Winter Carnival? Are there insurance issues? Probably JLPA would need a rider to put that into effect. Idea: Sell hot chocolate at Indian Springs on sledding days?

Reading Counts: Paula asks who is on the committee. 

New Business: A thank you letter is shared. 

Parents would like to add email to the Lyman directory. Could be done at the classroom level or would need a specific sign off from parents.
Although Rhonda and Heather are not here, we discussed that information for registering for Aristocats will be coming out in tomorrow’s envelope. 
Parent concern: How do address the fact that due to changes in social media, it is likely that our children’s images will appear without permission on the internet. The discussion clarified that the JLPA would like to encourage all parents to remain cautious and aware of people’s concerns for privacy when posting and publishing images of school events.
Would we like to offer babysitting for JLPA meetings?  Yes. We would like to offer it and see f anyone is interested. Then we can higher a reliable teenager to be paid from the JLPA treasury. Andrea makes a motion to do so. Paula seconds. All in favor. Motion passes.

We will begin to post on the Lyman website the proposed and approved minutes from JLPA. Secretary will email to Darlene.
Discussion: The school and parents will work together to communicate with children about national tragedies in an age appropriate and sensitive manner.  
Mark motions to adjourn. Andrea seconds. All approve. 
