Questions from Potential Bidders
Answers – May 24, 2010
What is the total project budget?

Approximately $270,000, including all administrative overhead and design costs.

Can the two school projects be awarded separately?

Yes.

What is the required project completion date?

August 13, 2010, as specified in the bid materials.

Will the Middlefield Health Director waive the local permit fees?

If there are any fees the district will cover it.

Has rock removal been investigated and how should it be priced?
Depth to bedrock has not been investigated.  The bid sheets provide a line item for rock removal.

What was the depth to bedrock in the new wells?  What was the rock type?

Memorial Wells 3 and 5 hit rock at 12 and 8 feet, respectively.  Portland Arkose (red sandstone) was encountered.  Lyman Well 3 hit rock at 10 feet, and it was the East Berlin Formation (shale).

Who is liable for damage to tree roots caused by the excavations?

The owner will not hold the contractor liable.  However, the owner must approve the final routing of the water lines in the field.
Is new ventilation required at either new pump/tank room?

No.
Do copper pipes need to be soldered, or can the "Propress" method be used?

Approval will be granted by the owner on a case-by-case basis.  The reason for the substitution needs to be stated by the contractor.
The pipe sizes for the water lines inside the respective buildings are not indicated on either of Sheet #2 drawings.  The pipe sizes should be given for the lines in and around the atmospheric tanks and booster pumps, and for the main line that extends and connects to the existing main water supply for each school.

The pipe diameter (two inches) is shown on the Memorial Middle School Sheet #2 but not on the Lyman Elementary School Sheet #2.  Inside the schools, all pipe diameters shall be two inches except where smaller diameters are needed (for example, 1.5 inches) to meet standard fittings at pumps and tanks.
What is the minimum required pipe diameter and material for the vertical pipes within each well?  Is steel pipe necessary?
Schedule 80 PVC drop pipe is permitted.  The new pumps will be installed at depths of 200 feet in Lyman Well #3, Memorial Well #3, and Memorial Well #5.
Questions that are specific to Lyman Elementary School

Can the storm drainage pipes within the sanitary radius of Well 1 be filled in place, or must they be removed?

Removal is required.

Can the water line leading away from the hydropneumatic tanks be routed above the stage ceiling instead of under the stage?  Can the electrical feed be routed above the stage ceiling if the pipe is routed below the stage?

It is permissible to install the new water line above the ceiling over the stage instead of under the stage.  If this option is selected, the new water line shall be elevated before leaving the pump/tank room and cross through the wall above the ceiling level, so that it is not visible from the stage.  The electrical feed can be routed above the ceiling even if the water line is below the stage.  Insulation and cores (where necessary) must be provided as shown elsewhere on the plans.
Clarification is needed regarding the hydropneumatic tanks.  The WX-251P may not store the volume needed (50 gallons). 
The plans specify "WX-251P or Approved Equal" so the bidder may specify a substitution and demonstrate that it will store the 50 gallons required per tank.  In this case, the make and model of the tank must be specified.
Does the new door need to be exactly as located on the plans?

Yes.  It would be too difficult to bring equipment and other storage items around the new wall and past the boilers.

What will happen to the connections and controls mounted to the wall where the new door will be located?

These will need to be relocated.  The District will be responsible for the relocation and will coordinate the work to avoid affecting the contractor's schedule.

Should the wall for the new room (adjacent to the boiler room) be extended to and connect with the ceiling?

Yes, the new wall must extend and connect to the ceiling.  Care must be taken to coordinate the wall with the joists and the existing piping that is present at the top of the proposed wall location.  The block wall must transition to a three-hour rated stud wall at the appropriate height (at least eight feet) and fire-rated seals/caulking shall be used where piping and joists extend through the wall.
Questions that are specific to Memorial Middle School

What is the proposed construction of the replacement walls adjacent to the new tank room?

The plans specify the construction of each wall (outer and inner).
What is the depth of Well 1, which is to be abandoned?

The well has a depth of 290 feet and a diameter of eight inches.
Can the atmospheric tanks be fabricated in place?

Prefabricated tanks are preferred for logistical reasons and to facilitate DPH approval.  If the bidder wishes to provide an alternate cost for fabricating the tanks in place, the bidder must submit the bid alternate on a separate sheet of paper with an explanation of what else is or is not included for the alternate (for example, wall removal and replacement).
Clarification is needed regarding the hydropneumatic tanks.  A bladder style tank will not meet the specifications shown on the detail drawing on Sheet 4.  Should a horizontal or upright tank be provided?  An upright bladder tank may fit in the room, even with the low headspace.
Bladder style pressurized tanks with 50 gallons useable storage (per tank) is desired.  If it is believed that an upright tank can fit within the limited vertical space, the bidder must specify the make and model of the tank for approval.  If a traditional horizontal hydropneumatic tank is proposed, a compressor must be included as well, and the make and model of the tank must be specified for approval.
Will the new hydropneumatic tanks need to be ASME code?

Yes.

